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4,030 opioid 
deaths in 1999 

16,235 Rx opioid deaths in 2013 
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Naloxone reverses  
respiratory depression  
caused by an opioid 
overdose 
• Prescription pain 

medication or heroin 

Naloxone Saves Lives 

Need to educate about 
overdose and provide 
access to naloxone every 
way we can to all those 
at risk of an overdose 
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Legislation to Allow  
Possession and Distribution of Naloxone 

Wisconsin Act 200   

• Enacted April 2014 
• Expanded access  

to life-saving  
opioid antagonists 
for the reversal  
of an opioid 
overdose 
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Legislation to Allow  
Possession and Distribution of Naloxone 

Wisconsin Act 115   
• Enacted  

December 2015 
• Allows  

prescriber to 
authorize 
pharmacists to 
dispense opioid 
antagonists to 
patients under a  
standing order 
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DHS Implements  
Statewide Standing Order for Naloxone 

All pharmacies across state can dispense 
naloxone without a direct prescriber to patient 
prescription and use signed statewide standing 
order, if they meet certain requirements: 

 1. Complete minimum of one hour of recommended  
 training 
 2. Provide education and distribute materials to 
 patient about overdose and use of naloxone at time 
 of dispensing  

 3. Maintain records of specified data and send 
 summary reports to DHS every quarter 
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Steps for Setting Up  
Statewide Standing Order 

  1. Obtain Buy-in from state agency 

  2. Collaborate with key stakeholders 

  8. Promote and generate interest by pharmacists  

  3. Identify and recruit physician to sign 
   4. Develop standing order documents 
   5. Determine pharmacist training requirement 
   6. Develop pharmacist tools and patient materials 

  7. Determine data tracking method  
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Pharmacist Tools and Patient Materials 

Multi-disciplinary input 
• Wisconsin Society of Addiction Medicine  
• Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Counselor  
• AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin (ARCW) 
• People and parents of people in recovery 

9 



Pharmacist Tools and Patient Materials 

Patient Education Materials Pharmacist Tools 
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Promotion of Standing Order  
to Pharmacists 

   Joint memo to pharmacists  
• DHS, Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin, and Pharmacy 

Examining Board) 

11 

   Video production 

   DHS web pages 
 
   Launch at Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin annual  
     conference (with Governor Scott Walker) 
   Press release 

   Presentation to Pharmacy Examining Board 

   PSW implementation webinar and Q&A 
 



Successes 
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Successes 
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   Short timeline to develop materials, get on web  
     page and launch 

   Ongoing partnership with Pharmacy Society of 
     Wisconsin 

   First pharmacy signed up within hours of launch 
     (Chair of Pharmacy Examining Board)  

   139 pharmacies signed on:  
• Independent  
• Small and large chains  
• Health care organizations  

 



Next Steps 
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Next Steps for the Standing Order 

   Individual prescriber standing order with resources 

   Producing searchable directory of all pharmacies 
     distributing naloxone  

• Statewide and individual prescriber 

   Adding naloxone to Prescription Drug Monitoring  
     Program (PDMP) for easier tracking 
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   Future outreach 

   Continued promotion of standing order 



Challenges and Addressing Gaps 
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Challenges 

   Reimbursement of naloxone 
• Medicaid covers patient of record 
• Private health care insurers – inconsistent 
• Undetermined coverage for family or friends 

   Expand community programs 
 
   Target those at high risk of an overdose 

• People who inject drugs (PWID) 
 Chicago Recovery Alliance (CRA) and ARCW 

• When released from jail/prison 
• Those prescribed high dose of opioids 
• When leaving hospital after overdose 

Addressing Gaps 



Statewide Standing Order for Naloxone 
Promotional Video 
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Additional Resources: 
dhs.wisconsin.gov/opioids/standing-order 
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Contact us: 
Lisa Bullard-Cawthorne: 

lisa.bullardcawthorne@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
Jennifer Tranmer: 

jennifer.tranmer@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
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