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Objectives 
• Discuss child ag injury/fatality incidence 

and injury agents 
• Preview news clippings ag injury website  
• Explore potential uses of ag injury website 
• Discuss incidents from website, including 

prevention strategies. 
• Review safety resources available to help 

prevent child ag illnesses, injuries and 
fatalities. 



Why Child Ag Safety? 

• Approximately 2.2 million farms in the U.S. 
 

• More than 955,400 youth live on farms 
 (Almost half work on farms) 

 
• ~258,800 non-resident youth work on 

farms 
 

• ~30 million children visit farms each year 



What We Know - Fatalities 
About every three days, a child dies in an 
ag-related incident 

• Leading sources: 
• 25% - machinery 
• 17% - motor vehicles 
• 16% - drowning 

 

• Working youth 
• Vehicles and machinery  



What We Know - Injuries 
Every day - ~38 children are injured in an ag-
related incident 

• Falls 
• Animals  
• Vehicles 

May be underestimated due to under-
reporting 

• Culture 
• No doctor visit 
• Not documented as a farm injury 



Non-Working Children 

Nearly 75% of child ag fatalities: 
• Run-over as a bystander 
• Run-over as an extra rider, fell from tractor 
• Drowning 

Hospitalized Injuries 
• Fall from heights 
• Machinery entanglement 
• Animals 
 

Source: cultivatesafety.org  

http://www.cultivatesafety.org/


Injury Trends 

Source: 2014 Childhood Agricultural Injury Fact Sheet:  
http://www3.marshfieldclinic.org/proxy/MCRF-Centers-NFMC-NCCRAHS-2014_Child_Ag_Injury_FactSheet.1.pdf  

Household Youth Injury by Age 

http://www3.marshfieldclinic.org/proxy/MCRF-Centers-NFMC-NCCRAHS-2014_Child_Ag_Injury_FactSheet.1.pdf


Or Think We Know 

Weaknesses in the data 
• No central database for child ag 

injuries/fatalities 
• Few mandatory reporting requirements 
• Data “pieced together” from various data 

sources (disjointed) 
• Site of the incident may not be reported as 

“farm” or “ranch” 

 



News Clippings Database 
(AgInjuryNews.org) 



The database is populated using 
multiple sources including: 

• Colleagues  

• Google Alerts 
• Meltwater subscription 
 

AgInjuryNews.org contains  
• 1485 unique incidents 
• ~2000 total articles 
• 649 involve children <18 
• 468 fatalities involving children 

 
 
 
 

News Clippings Database 
(www.AgInjuryNews.org) 



News Clippings Database) 

We wanted to create a website 
that can:  

• Store 
• Search 
• Report news clippings   

 
It was made clear from the start of 
this project that this collection would 
not be a comprehensive source of 
official statistics on injury/fatality 
events 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Question 
What do you see as potential uses for this 
website?  

• Presentations 
• Publications 
• Research 
• Trends 
• Media 

• Background info 
• Similar incidents 



Origin of “Myths” 

Farming culture and traditions 

Farmers worried about “next generation” 
• Anxiety is not unfounded 
• Issues related to economics 

Digital media & social media 



HAZARD: Tractors are responsible for 41% of the 
accidental farm deaths of children under 15, yet 
4 out of 5 farm children regularly ride tractors 
with family members.  
 
 

 
 

 
 



         Tractor Incidents      



Tractor Incident 

• What happened? 
 

• What questions do you have? 
 

• Could this have been prevented? 



MYTH:     It’s OK to have children ride  
   on equipment if there is a cab. 

HAZARD: Cabs can provide a false sense of 
security, as they do not guarantee the safety 
of extra riders. 
 
 



           Cab Incidents 



Cab Incident 

• What happened? 
 

• What questions do you have? 
 

• Could this have been prevented? 



Child Ag Safety Network 
(CASN)Campaigns 
www.childagsafety.org  

http://www.childagsafety.org/


MYTH:   Farm kids are stronger, faster and  
   smarter than urban youth, and are 
   fully capable of performing farm  

     chores typically done by adults. 

HAZARD: Teens characteristics often affect their 
ability to perform farm work safely, especially 
the hazardous work done by adults. 



Child work myth  
Teen Characteristics: 

• Risk taking attitude 
• Cognitively not mature enough 
• Reluctant to ask questions 
• Drive to prove themselves 
• Enthusiasm may outweigh judgement 

Other Factors: 
• Laws/regulations 
• Lack of experience 



Grain Incident 



Grain Incident 

• What happened? 
 

• What questions do you have? 
 

• Could this have been prevented? 
 



Grain 
Youth/children working (or playing) around 
grain 

• Hazardous work/environment 
• Even for adults 

• Often deadly for child/youth 

• Fatalities 
• Engulfment in grain bins 
• Wagon and cart incidents 
• Augers 

• See with both working and non-working youth 



Grain Safety for Youth 
Visit http://grainsafety.org/young-workers/  
 

http://grainsafety.org/young-workers/


Age-Appropriate Tasks 
Whatever the job  
- make  sure work is 
appropriate for age 



ATV Incidents 



ATV Incident 

• What happened? 
 

• What questions do you have? 
 

• Could this have been prevented? 
 



ATV Safety 
(CASN)Campaign:    NAGCAT: www.nagcat.org   
www.childagsafety.org 

http://www.nagcat.org/
http://www.childagsafety.org/


Agritourism Incidents 



Hayride Incident 

• What happened? 
 

• What questions do you have? 
 

• Could this have been prevented? 
 



Agritourism 

Increasing number of agritourism operations 
• 42% increase from 2007-2012* 

Hazards 
• More activities add more hazards 
• Visitors unfamiliar with farms 
• More people visiting 
• Added distractions 

Safety Resources 
www.safeagritourism.com  

*Source: 2012 USDA Census of Agriculture 

http://www.safeagritourism.com/


Resources & Materials 
 

Cultivatesafety.org  



Child Care & Safe Play 
Talked about children 

• Working on farms (driving tractors, grain, 
working with ATVs, etc.) 

• Visiting farms (agritourism) 

What about children living on farms? 
• Child care 
• Safe Play areas 



Summary 

Children live, work and  visit farms/ranches  
& 

There are lots of hazards 
 

We need to all work together to help 
keep them safe! 



Questions?
  



Thank you! 

Marsha Salzwedel, MS 
Youth Ag Safety Specialist 
salzwedel.marsha@mcrf.mfldclin.edu  

Funding provided by the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health 2U54OH009568-06  

Connect with us! 
1-800-662-6900 
nccrahs@mcrf.mfldclin.edu 
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